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ideas, such as we find them first in the Avesta. At all events these Rabbis had advanced far beyond the ideas which are found in the Old Testament as to the fate of the soul after death.
There is another curious passage quoted by Dr. Kohut from the Talmud (Synhedr. 91b3 Midrash, Genes. Rabba 169). for which, however, I know no parallel in the Avesta. There we are told that at the time of the resurrection the soul will justify itself and say: ( The body alone is guilty, he alone has sinned. I had scarcely left it when, pure like a bird, I neaw through the air.' But the body will say: ' The soul alone was guilty, she has driven me to sin. She had scarcely left me, when I lay on the ground motionless and sinned no more.' Then God places the soul once more into the body and says : c See, how you have sinned, now render an account, both of you.'
Extract from, tlie MinokMred oil the Weighing; of tlie Dead.
In the Minokhired we get a still fuller account than in the Avesta of the journey of the soul across the bridge. There we read, II. 100:
* Thou shouldest not become presumptuous through life, for death corneth upon thee at last, the dog, the bird lacerate the corpse, and the perishable part (sa$i-nako) falls to the ground. During three days and nights the soul sits at the crown of the head of the body. And the fourth day, in the light of dawn, (with the) cooperation of Srosh the righteous, Vai the good, and Vahram the strong, and with the opposition of Astovi-dad, Vai the bad, Frazisht6 the demon, and Nizisto the demon, and the evil-designing Aeshm, the evildoer, the impetuous assailant, it goes up to the awful